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This Fact Sheet only includes a very brief overview of these three federal grant programs targeted for rural areas.  For more complete information, see the HRSA Rural Health Policy website at  www.ruralhealth.hrsa.gov.
Rural Health Outreach Grants:

The purpose of this grant program is to "promote rural health care services outreach by expanding the delivery of health care services to include new and enhanced services in rural areas."  These grants are available to applicants for the delivery of health care and related services to defined population groups in rural areas.  A primary purpose of the program is to foster the development of new collaborative efforts for the delivery of health care in rural areas.  Grant projects much be undertaken by three or more separately owned organizations working together to form a consortium.  The emphasis is on the actual delivery of specific services rather than the development of organizational capabilities.   This program supports projects that demonstrate creative or effective models of outreach and service delivery.  The type of services can include primary care, dental care, mental health services, home care, emergency care, health promotion and education, outpatient day care, and other services not requiring inpatient care.  The program will not support services provided in an inpatient setting.

$ Amount of Awards:  Applicants may apply for up to three years of funding, up to $200,000 per year.

( Application Deadline:  For 2003/04, applications are due September 12, 2003.

Rural Health Network Development Grants:

These grants provide funding to help rural communities strengthen their healthcare systems.  Grants support rural providers for up to three years who work together in formal networks, alliances, coalitions, or partnerships to integrate administrative, clinical, financial, and technological functions across their organizations.  This integration of functions and services helps to overcome the fragmentation of healthcare services in rural area, improves coordination of those services, and achieves economies of scale.  This program does not fund direct patient care services.  Grants funds are typically used to acquire staff, contract with technical experts, and purchase other resources to build the network.  To be eligible the applicant organization must be a public or nonprofit network or entity that represents a network that includes at least three separately owned healthcare providers, or other entities that provide or support the delivery of healthcare services.    

$ Amount of Awards:  Applicants may apply for up to three years of funding, up to $200,000 per year.  ORHP anticipates funding 10 new grants in 03/04.

( Application Deadline:  For 2003/04, applications are due September 26, 2003.
Rural Health Network Development Planning Grants

This new program provides support to rural entities that need assistance in the development of a formal healthcare network, and do not have the significant history of collaboration required to apply for a Network Development grant.  This grant program supports one year of planning to develop and operationalize healthcare networks in rural areas.  Existing networks that seek to expand services or expand their service area are not eligible to apply.  

$ Amount of Grant Awards:  Applicants may apply for one year of funding with a project budget that ranges from $25,000 to $100,000.   ORHP anticipates funding 10-15 grants in 03/04.

( For 2003/04, applications are due September 10, 2003.


Eligibility:

Applicants for each of these grant programs must be public or nonprofit entities that meet at least one of the following three requirements: (Note: only the actual applicant, not all of the consortium members, is required to meet the requirements.)

1) The applicant organization must be located in a rural area or in a rural zip code of an urban county, and all services must be provided in a rural county or zip code.  (A list of Colorado's eligible areas can be found at the above-mentioned website.)

2) The applicant organization exists exclusively to provide services to migrant and seasonal farm workers in rural areas and is supported by federal Section 330G funds.

3) The applicant is a federally recognized Native American Tribe.


Entities interested in applying for these federal grants should notify their State Office of Rural Health.  In Colorado - that's us, the Colorado Rural Health Center.
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